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Egyptian regime. If he could now win Egypt,
the Chaldean empire would have become in twenty
years of history the world's chief power. At this
juncture he was suddenly apprised of the death at
Babylon of his father, Nabopolassar. He was
compelled to drop till designs on Egypt and return
with speed to his capital, to receive the govern-
ment. No man could prophesy what might hap.
pen in the transfer of the crown in times so trou-
bloim. An outbreak of rebellion might easily oc-
cur? and another seize the throne before the right-
ful heir could appear.

The reign of JNTabopolassar had been important
in its achievements. He had wrought much for
the wealtli and advantage of his land by canals
and by great buildings. He had been successful
in diplomacy, for his winning of the Manda to his
aid had not been attended by any unfortunate re-
sults. He had in war, both in his own person and
in the victories of his son, reached a wonderful
success, by which in twenty years he had built an
empire of colossal proportions around the small
territory which he had alone possessed in the be-
ginning. It may easily be said that the greatness
of this work is diminished by the undoubted fact
that the time for it was ripe. Assyria was weak
at just the moment when Nabopolassar was ready
to begin empire building. Had he become king
of Babylon a little earlier, he would not so readily
have made an empire; of this there can be no
doubt. But while the opportunity was at hand,